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Dear Joshiia: 

T thoiight, t h e  DNA Roiind T a b l e  on khat. e a r l y  Fehriiary Thiirsday went. pret.t.y we1 1 ,  
d i d  yoii? T t .  was a l l  l igh t .  and r e l a x e d  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  ominoiis s e r i o i i a  n o t e  from 
s t r i i c k  i n  t h e  f i rat, advance not.i ces. enoiigh , 
i n  t h e  end ,  thoiigh qiii t.e a few people  t o l d  me t h a t  t h e y  l e a r n e d  a lot,.  

Perhaps  i t. wasn ' t. even "Hi  stori c a l  

What i t  wasn't., was an  o c c a s i o n  where we, t h e  p a n e l i s t s ,  had miich of a chnnce t.o 
t a l k  p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  wit.h e a c h  other--or  maybe coi intry l i f e  h a s  caiised me t-o 
forget .  how p r e s s e d ,  and hiisy, and preocci ipied,  t h e  l i v e s  of my o l d  f r i e n d s  h a s  
become. (& t e n d  to f i n d  coiint-ry 1 i f a  as hiiRy--wi t.h r e a l  i t.ies--hit t h e n ,  T 've 
been swept. iip i n  t.he " f r o n t i e r "  ( ! ) c i i l t ~ i r e  of t,he c i t y  before--and on t h i s  
v i s i t ,  a g a i n . )  T siippoae T m o s t .  have been l ax  i n  g e t t i n g  i n t o  tmich b e f o r e  people  
moved q i i ick ly  on to  t h e i r  next. p i i h l i c  r e l a t i o n s  e v e n t .  

What, T began t.o get. a g r a s p  o n ,  .Toshiia, was what might. he t h e  "block" t,hat, seems 
t o  get between 11s--yon and me--whenever we get. i n t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  "chemical 
g e n e t i c s " .  T R  it. p o s s i b l e  that .  yoii f e e l  s1 ight. ly "offended" whenever i n  oiit.1 in- 
i n g  t h e  growing awarenesa that .  "hnct .er ia  do have genes!", T t a l k  mainly aboiit. t h e  
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  evidence--( i .e. i i n i t s  t . ransfer red  <- & i i n i t  r e s i s t a n c e  miitants 
<- "Demerec at.eps" <- viFL "T,iiri a-Del h i c k  st.eps")---rnt,her t.han Ki2 t r a n s f e r  
s t q s ?  It woiild he e a s y  t o  wiippoae m e  iinmoved by t h e  E. col i work perhaps ,  
hecaiise T've (1  p e r c e i v e d  
i t ,  aa a f i e l d  o f  c l e v e r  lona (at. f i r s t . )  workera,  l i k e  t.ransformation--hiit, u n l i k e  
oiirs , act.i v e  commiin i cat,ors , who d i dn ' t. need me ! ) 

n o t  m a d e  i t  my h i i s inens  t o  review it,  o r  comment, miich. 

Another f a c t o r  was t h e  gene t r a i  t.n themselves:  biochemical  trai tax were c e r t a i n l y  
not. d i f f i c i i l t  f o r  me t.o "graspn--more l i k e l y ,  T WAR a l r e a d y  aware of t h e  e a s y  
concept.s t h a t  b a c t e r i a  "adapt.ed" t,o ferment. or  "iise" t,hiR or  t h a t ,  RO i n  a a e n s e ,  
t h o s e  t r n i  t.s were a1 r e a d y  "d i acoiintedl'--merel y to f i nd o n e  woiil d not. i pso facto, 
mean " h e r e ' s  a gene!". Reing c l o s e  tm Fd Tat.iim, and tha t ,  development,, yoii 
c l e a r l y  foiind t h e s e  t r a i t s  a l r e a d y  s t r o n g  i n d i c a t o r s  of genes.  (Of coiirse, t h e  
year--the chronology--woiild have t.o e n t e r  i n t o  any a c t m i l  d e b a t i n g  o f  that .  

issiiel'--TF it, TS an i ss i ie ! )  Ry a similar argiiment., T was g e t t i n g  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  
t h e  f a s t i d i o i i s  het .erotrophs f o r  which t h e  c e l l  p rodi ic t s ,  and driig r e s i a t . a n c e s  
were t,iirning oiit. t.o he t h e  convenient,  "markers".. .... Ah, w e l l ,  need T go on? ..... Maybe T foiind yoii "condescending" and amiised, by t h e  f i r n t ,  DNA t r a i t s ,  and 
maybe yoii foiind m e  t a k i n g  hact .er ia1 conj i iga t ion  as complex (j i ist .  as c a p a b l e  of 
b e i n g  "hol i s t i c "  as c e l l  division--1int.i 1 t h e  Wol lman-Jacob experiment.s came 
a1 ong)  . . . . . T doiiht tha t ,  T pondered deep1 y enoiigh o v e r  con jiigati on as evidence ,  
hiit. T ' m  almost, siire t h a t  T jiist. t,hoiight. we a l l  were p r o v i d i n g  p a r a l l e l  e v i d e n c e s  . . . T  g~ p r e t t y  siire t h a t  T d idn ' t ,  e x p r e s s  condescension i n  any piihl i c  wny, hiit, 
c e r t a i n l y  T had my b r a s h  and impiilRive momenta ( i n  p r o s e  and what ' s  even 
v e r s e !  ) . . . . A t  l e a s t ,  now T maybe iinderst,and how yoii ( i n  n c e r t , a i n  mood--and after 
yoii, Tom Rrock) came t o  s a y  t.hat. maybe t h e  chemical nat.iire o f  the gene wasn't. 
n e c e s s a r i  1 y of p r i  mary i mport-ance! 
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